Morbidity and mortality in the commitment process.
This study reports a prospective evaluation of 189 patients who entered the commitment process in Oregon. Patients were assessed for commitment status, morbidity, and mortality at six and 19 months. Twenty-nine percent were formally committed. The committed group consisted largely of violence-prone, psychotic patients plus a small number of elderly, demented subjects with serious medical illness. A mortality of 10% included the elderly who died of medical causes and young adult patients who completed suicide. The findings justify psychiatry's concern for patient welfare in commitment systems, especially for the group that is released and not committed. The study is compared with six additional commitment studies, with emphasis on methodology and implications for further research.